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Minutes of the  

BOH Policy Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at 5:00 pm 

555 North Court Street 

Room 221 

Rockford, IL  61103 
 

 

Members Present:  Dr. Helland, Derrick Kunz (chair); Angie Goral (vice-chair), Jonathan Logemann  
 

Members Absent:  Bob McCreath; Dr. Williams (Ex-Officio) 
 

WCHD Staff Present: Todd Marshall, Environmental Health Director, Stephanie Bahling (recorder) 
 

Legal Counsel:  ASA Lafakeria Vaughn, ASA Kimberly Kovanda (not present) 
 

Derrick Kunz called the policy committee meeting to order at 5:03 pm.   

1. Approval of Agenda – Derrick entertained a motion to approve the May 14, 2025 Policy Committee meeting 

agenda which was provided by Dr. Helland, seconded by Angie Goral, all were in favor, unanimously approved, 

motion carries.  Ayes (4), Nays (0), Absent (2). 

2. Policies for consideration: 

a. 001-0712-22 Policy on Policies:  Michael Jarvis reported that the Policy on Policies policy has been updated to 

reflect that core policies will be reviewed at least every two years.  Previously approved core policies which 

are determined by the WCHD leadership team do not require substantive content changes will no longer need 

to be presented to the BOH for approval.  The date last reviewed or revised would be updated to reflect that 

date that the WCHD leadership team reviewed the policy.  Policies that have substantial changes will continue 

to be presented to the board for approval.  Derrick entertained a motion to approve the Policy on Policies 

which was provided by Dr. Helland, seconded by Angie Goral, all were in favor and the policy was approved.  

Ayes (4), Nays (0), Absent (2). 

3. Variance 

a. R201-049927: 2203 Montague Road – Todd Marshall reported that a house fire that occurred on May 6, 2024 

at 2203 Montague Road resulted in total destruction of the residence.  Todd reported that a condemnation 

was not ordered however the homeowner needed to clean-up the debris which would be considered a 

demolition.  Demolition permits are issued by the county.  Todd reported that demolition permits requested 

for property that is served by a well & septic would require WCHD approval.  Todd indicated that the 

homeowner informed WCHD that he plans to rebuild the house utilizing the same well which would require a 

variance.  Todd indicated that the well does not meet current code and also cited code section 86-111 section 

(a) regarding public water supplies: “Where a public water supply main is within 200 feet, as measured along 

a public right-of-way or existing easement, of the property line of the property proposed to be served by a 

private well, no permit for such a well shall be issued and the property shall connect to the public water supply 

if water service is desired.”  Todd reported that there is a public water source within 200 feet and although 

WCHD is recommending to deny the variance, the homeowner wishes to pursue the variance.  Todd indicated 

that he directed the homeowner to have the well evaluated which reflected that the current well is 6” well 

with 18’ of casing and in order to bring the well up to code, they would need to weld an 8’ piece of 6” casing 

to bring it above grade.  They would then need to install a 20’ piece if 4 ½ well casing with 2 griffith packers 

attached and push it out of the 6” casing 15’ which would give a total of 41’ of casing which will meet state 

code.  Todd reiterated that there is a public water source within 200 feet which would require annexation to 

the City of Rockford.  Todd also reported that newly constructed house would need to be serviced by a private 

sewage disposal system as sanitary sewer is not currently available.  Todd reported that a soil boring request 

has been submitted to determine if the soil would be good for a septic system.  During the discussion Todd 

reported that if the property owner annexed into the City of Rockford, they would be eligible for a new well 
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with contingencies however the property owner doesn’t want to be annexed as property taxes would 

increase.  Derrick wondered with the status of the property what violations would be incurred if annexed in.  

Todd indicated that the concern with being annexed the property taxes will increase.  Todd also referenced 

section (b) of the code which indicates, “The regulations imposed by subsection (a) shall not apply if, as a 

condition of connection to a public water supply, the owner of the property will be required to annex or to 

sign a pre-annexation agreement with any municipality, unless the owner voluntarily wishes to do so, 

excepting all industrial users”.  Todd indicated that there may be legal actions taken associated with the 

Winnebago County and the City of Rockford.  Derrick recommended laying over the variance to provide an 

opportunity to talk to the City of Rockford regarding an annex.  He is concerned that once annexed there 

would be multiple code violations on the property and would be interested to know if the property owner has 

secondary insurance for meeting property code endorsement.  Derrick asked for a motion to lay the variance 

over to give the property owner an opportunity to talk with the City regarding annexing or not annexing.  Dr. 

Helland made a motion to lay the variance over for one month which was seconded by Jonathan Logemann, 

all were in favor and the motion was approved.  Ayes (4), Nays (0), Absent (2) 

4. Executive Session – None 

5. Additions – None 

6. Adjournment – There being no additional business, Derrick entertained a motion to adjourn the May 14, 2025 

Policy Committee Meeting which was given by Dr. Helland, seconded by Angie, all were in favor and the meeting 

adjourned at 5:34 pm.  
 


